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Saimanti and Champak
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Dipanwita and Ranjan
Bhattacharya
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With Best Compliments from

Subhash Roy
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With Best Compliments from

Debadeep Bhattacharya
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With Best Compliments from

Bandita Joarder




“One October to Another’
By Rupa Sanyal
Dated: October 2019 — October 2020

My office is located in Cambridge across the Charles River from Boston.

The 180-degree view from my desk, often would

™ . transport me to another world full of fond memories
and familiarity. In my mind’s eyes, in a blink,
Cambridge would become Howrah, the twin city of

Kolkata, my hometown. The “Salt and Pepper
Bridge”, also know as the “Longfellow” over Charles
would metamorphose into the Second Hooghly
Bridge and the sunny skyline of Boston would align
itself with the lush green avenue of Chowringhee
flanked on one side by the likes of Neel Hut,
Jeevan Deep, Grand and so on. In my overactive
imagination, | would envisage that very soon, at the
end of the day, a short cab ride would take me
closer to my home on the other side of the river
where a pair of frail individuals would be waiting
eagerly to greet me with their smiles, “rojkar” unsolvable problems, cha and a platter full of
shingaras....

When | experienced this chain of thoughts for the
first few times, many years ago, the transition
would be completely involuntary and shape out
organically. Now, | have trained myself to indulge
in this drill, one step at a time, in a slow and
steady motion, whenever | get engulfed by the
sudden pangs of homesickness. The outcome is
always an instant feeling of positivity and :
satisfaction and that keeps me going until my next §
trip to the “City of Joy”.

Epilogue: | wrote the above segments around this time last year. Life has drastically changed for
me within a short span of 365 days. Going to my office space is a dream now, forget about day-
dreaming at the desk. The view, that was so easily accessible to me before, has turned into a
luxury that | didn’t have the pleasure of experiencing in the last seven months. One of the two
individuals, who | would long to meet after the day’s work, has faded away into oblivion and the
next visit to the “City of Joy” also seems to be a distant prospect at this very juncture of time.

| will now have to adapt to the changes around me, learn to imagine differently and keep moving
forward in life.
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Sharmila Chatterjee




AFTH WA
AT FATI YLATATLT
Med IF form Te aw

@S @ A9 fqga foqune
AP A® [PRERE @Im

O (BI¥F eI aF §H A
9B N FNed OiEE SN HT

TR T 9FT ©OFF I
T ATe 753 WA AT AT fTEE R M|

(AR FEF BIFT (ST SN
O (AR GHEF AT
TR Fo ISE FEF W

fuw fEm 89@ J=ar |

M THN QE® F ANSTT
6 (T A AFIIET EME
TRBG PN T g7 @O wlR@T uq

PPFET WRFIET TR-AI

& (FOF AET Mo A ST RS et ST S S| w
RISTET WWWW Te Jo ol T @ AF 77 ST

ASET T (W @I ST 3PS A G TR 92 e [Fow,
ST T SE ANH TR T IE |

THE 5136 %G (M@ IRHBIT ANE|

R

R0




Rudra Sett

Rajarshi Mandal

i e e — .
et T P z

ot

ildren's Corner

e
ey
<

Ryon Das




CHILDREN’S CORNER

Rajarshi Mandal

R




CHILDREN’S CORNER

Our Lockdown Experience
by Anya and Zubin Gupta, ages 12

Late in 2019, someone in the now well-known wet market of Wuhan, China got infected by a virus
from an animal. The rest is history that is still in the making. On March 11, 2020 the Novel
Coronavirus Disease, COVID-19, was declared a global pandemic by the World Health
Organization (WHO). On March 13, 2020 a national emergency was declared in the United States.
That's when it began.

In the quarantine there was a mass shutdown of many public places. People had to alter their
lifestyle and adjust to a new normal. For us, this meant switching to remote learning, not being able
to physically go to school, not being able to visit friends and avoiding gatherings, events and
restaurants. As time went by, we realized that we were, in fact, some of the fortunate ones. The
virus started claiming many jobs and lives. The economy was hit hard too - it is estimated that
about 30% of businesses will close their doors permanently.
We turned our focus to acquiring some new skills and hobbies,
like running, tennis, biking and hiking. We’ve been able to take
the time to appreciate nature. Every year, during the summer
we would travel to a different country outside the US. But since
we didn’t have the opportunity to do that, we decided to turn our
adventures local. We visited many local places in
Massachusetts - Rockport, Salem, Marblehead, Gloucester,
and Castle Island. We explored many hiking trails, like the
Middlesex Fells Reservation, Mt. Wachusett, Pack Monadnock,
Mt. Watatic, and the hidden hills behind Horn Pond.

We also learned a lot about viruses, pandemics and
epidemiology. We discovered alternate ways to socialize and channel our creativity like
performances by our band Twynphony on zoom and taking socially distanced walks with our
friends. Also, we honed in our emceeing skills, and helped run two game shows! Since our parents
have worked from home for a long time now, nothing changed on that front but we do enjoy having
lunch as a family every day.

After we got situated, we started looking for other ways to utilize our time productively, assist
others and contribute to society. We participated in a sandwich drive for the House of Mercy
shelter in Lawrence - we packed brown paper bags with sandwiches, juice boxes, crackers,
positive notes and love. Some significant events transpired during the lockdown. As a community,
we showed our support for the first responders. The Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests occurred,
due to the passing of George Floyd. We participated by making signs, sharing our pictures over
social media, and honking our support for other protestors. On September 11, we also saw people
commemorate the fallen heroes of 9/11, and in the process supporting BLM.

However, due to the lockdown, there were reports from all over the world on the reduction of
pollution, the positive effect on wildlife and rare phenomena that would otherwise not occur. This
taught us that all situations, even a pandemic, have a flip side that is positive.

The quarantine left a big path of destruction in its wake like a raging tornado that we are still
fighting. However, it also made us reassess our priorities, pause and observe our lives from
different perspectives. We realized that we are stronger, more adaptive and resilient than we
originally thought. We discovered empathizing with the less fortunate and working with our
community makes our lives worthwhile. The virus may have caged us physically, but it cannot cage
our minds or hearts. Together we can and will overcome this season of darkness and experience
joyful times again.
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

Covid-19 and My Dadu

By Ryon Das, 13

Many things have changed since the start of 2020. For the last 7 months, we’ve all been sheltering in
lockdown while we try to eliminate a deadly virus that has killed more than a million people worldwide
already. Many have known someone who has died from the virus. It truly is a once in a lifetime event.

My grandfather died in August. At the death age of a ripe old 78 years
and 11 months, Asok or “Dadu,” as | affectionately called him, will be
sorely missed by his massive extended family, and all of his friends. |
wasn’t the person who knew him the best; | only met him during my
travels to India, which were spread few and far between, roughly
every two years. But | virtually talked to him a lot, and when | did
meet him, | always felt a special connection to him. During my first
days on every visit, after | arrived in the humid jewel of British India,
nauseated, jet-lagged, and slightly annoyed at the 24-hour journey,
Asok would always make sure the house was filled with water bottles,
toiletries, and soap. After my first two visits as toddlers, in which my
parents would have the hassle of riding on crowded buses, dealing

with overbearing taxi-drivers, and arguing with sleazy auto-rickshaw
wallas, he bought a little Maruti Alto, which he rarely used, and kept it well-serviced for our infrequent

visits.

My dadu was a fighter. Born in the waning years of the British
Raj, and came of age with the new young nation, he struggled a
lot throughout his early life but with hard work, he made a
living for himself and his family. Later, he battled through a
heart attack roughly fifteen years ago, a cancer diagnosis a bit
more than two years ago, and colitis, an inflammatory reaction

in the colon, during the last week of his life. But it was none of -- T D
these problems that had the honor of claiming him, going W 020

instead quickly and painlessly to simple heart failure.
Throughout these issues, he always stayed himself, chatting with me on Skype most Friday nights during
my elementary years, and always finding a way to humor me. During my visits, he would also teach me
to read and write Bengali using the local newspaper, as well as tell me all about Kolkata and it’s go-to

places.

8
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

The coronavirus changed it all...

Dadu was a very outgoing and active person. His daily routine usually consisted of going to the fish market,
walking around his para, having tea outside with his old friends, and sitting on his front porch. When
COVID started affecting India, he was unable to do these things, at least not to the extent available before.
The pandemic-induced isolation had a slow but steady negative impact on him. During the few times |
talked to him, | saw the age lines become more prominent, and it seemed as if he was having a harder time
talking and hearing. It was clear that his health was failing and he didn’t have all that much time left. But
we often only can see details like this in hindsight, weighed down by the fact that we have a hard time
seeing terrible things happening to loved ones.

| will remember the night of Tuesday, August 4th for the rest of my life. | had a slight headache during the
evening hours, so | took a shower, and to bed quite early, preparing for my virtual camp the next day.
Three hours later, | was woken by my parents, who came into my room and slowly eased me into these
unforgettable words: “Dadu died today”. For a fraction of a second, | thought | was dreaming but that
sensation ended quickly. | sat up, facing a world without my last grandfather.

The current pandemic has enabled us to all be a little more reflective of our lives. After all, staying at home
for close to six months puts a toll on us not only physically, but also mentally. Despite the losses we have
faced it is clear that the only path left is forward. My dadu, and the many others who have lost their lives
wouldn’t want us to be stuck with the ghosts of our past. Instead, we should honor them for all they have
done for us, by becoming more united, more peaceful, and stronger than ever before.
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

By Rudra Sett

Twelve. Let’s start with that. Multiply it by 30. Finally, multiply it by six. You should’ve gotten
2,160. There is definitely meaning behind that number, even if you haven't figured it out already.
It’s a fairly unassuming number to most people. What if you put a unit after it? A dollar is a good
start. That would be enough for roughly 270 Domino’s pizzas, or a high-end TV, or a month of taxes
(depending on where you live), or perhaps a year of water bills. How about something more

valuable than a dollar?

| was thinking of hours, so that would be 2160 hours. Twelve active hours per day (the other
twelve would be for sleeping and eating), roughly 30 days in a month, and about 6 months gives

you 2160 hours. That is an absolutely colossal amount of time.

| think that, for some fortunate people, this pandemic was also an exercise in investment. If
people are given a large amount of money, some of them might spend it frivolously, while others

would try to gain as much as possible for themselves with the money. Time is no different.

It’s okay to spend a reasonable amount of time and money on something fun. | know |
played my fair share of Minecraft, Warzone, and Far Cry, among others. However, | also spent some
time in more useful ways. | played the piano a few times per week, and now | am much better, as
expected. That, to me, was a sound investment of time. | also learned some coding and did school-

related things.

| would rate my investment skill as an 6.5/10. But let’s look at what I'd call a much better
investment. You’d have to spend some time reading a balanced mix of news to make sure you
know what’s going on in the world, especially in terms of the pandemic. (but not too much,

because that could cause despair)

You would also want to spend time learning at least two or three useful skills. It takes a few
thousand hours to become an expert in something, so with a few hundred hours, you’d be very
good, though not really an expert. Since the pandemic is still going on, here are some ideas (though

people have more to do in this part of the year).
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Drawing is a very good skill to pick up. The reason for this is that all you really need is a pencil
and paper and you can start. Art can help a lot in future projects, like in school. It is also something
extra to balance out all of your abilities. Plus, it's something you can show off to people if you get very

good.

This next one is something | did. Computers are becoming more and more common and we
need people who can program them. Programming is a fairly easy skill to start learning because there
is @ mountain of information and tutorials on the topic. You can do all kinds of interesting things with

programming, like making games or crunching numbers, if that’s what you like.

A third good option would be to learn another language. Again, this is something that there
are a lot of resources on the internet for. Learning a language is something that looks very impressive
and may end up being very helpful in some situations. For the maximum amount of challenge, you
could try Arabic, Mandarin Chinese, Cantonese, Japanese, or Korean. More moderate ones would
include German, Greek, Czech, or Russian. The easiest (but remember, learning any new language is

hard) would be Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch, etc.

However, you also need to balance out everything. A time where you are traveling
significantly less and doing less things means that you have the chance to improve your health. With
extra time, it is vastly easier to exercise, eat better, sleep, etc. It's important to ensure that you have
the health to actually do anything | mentioned before. And of course, watch a movie or TV or play a

game every now and then.

All of that is what | would call a very good investment of that 2160 hours. However, even
though that time has already passed, the next few months will still offer a larger chunk of time than in
previous months, as the pandemic rages on. By making the right moves while you have the time, you

can come out of this situation as a much smarter, healthier and capable person than before.
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By Prasoon Paul
Age 12

Hello, my name is Prasoon Paul and | am 12 years old. Like everyone else, | have been in lockdown for the
past 7 months. It has been quite the experience to say the least. There have been up’s and down’s, so let

me tell you all about it.

First, school. This was probably the biggest change for me. When school initially closed everyone
was told it would reopen after 2 weeks. This made me a bit sad because our school musical “Matilda”
which | was helping out in, would be cancelled. About two weeks go by, and the school announced that
everyone would do remote learning until school reopened. Now | was even more sad, because | wouldn’t
see any of my friends or teachers for another month! Well at least I’ll see them during Zoom classes, |
thought to myself. But there weren’t any Zoom classes, just boring homework assignments. After a
month of those | was more than ready to go back to school. Then, for the final decision, the school
decided we would be doing remote learning for the rest of the school year. It was a very different
experience from going to school. Most of our assignments were given to us through Google Classroom
and it was hard to communicate with our teachers if we needed help. | missed getting on the school bus
everyday and seeing my best friend Will. It wasn’t all bad though. | was able to go on a zoom class every
Wednesday with my homeroom teachers and classmates and talk about what we were doing during

guarantine. We also played fun games like scattergories.

School wasn’t the only thing keeping me busy though. | also was able to help some essential
workers. Our neighbor is a doctor, and | made a Thank You card for her. | also went to a hospital with my

family to cheer for nurses and doctors. And finally, | donated some food at the end of the summer.

Our family took a lot of precautions to stay safe, like Social Distancing. One of the biggest ones is
washing the groceries. There were lots and lots of groceries. Ma would wash them, Dada and | would

then dry and put them away. It was a long and tedious task, but | got to spend some more time with my
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family while doing it which was nice. Lots of times, Ma or Baba thought they lost or forgot
something at the store, so we would have to look for it. They would try to remember what they did
at the store. It was like solving a mystery. Most of the time though, whatever they were looking for

was in the car.

Since school was closed, | didn’t see any of my friends. So, to keep in contact, we played
video games together while we called each other on the phone. It still wasn’t the same as physically
seeing them, but it was still fun. During the summer | saw other people too. Our family is very close
with another family, so we decided to become a “single family”. That means we went to each
other’s houses without social distancing or wearing masks. But to stay safe, we only saw them and
they only saw us so even if someone caught Covid-19, it would stay contained in our “single family”.
It was nice to interact normally with other people after so long. We took turns making dinner,
watched movies, and played games. On my own | played with toys and video games and

occasionally went biking. So it was a fun summer overall. And with that, school started.

As | am writing this, it is the fourth week of school. Our school is doing the hybrid system.
That means that for three days of the week | do remote learning and for two days | go to school.
Everything is confusing and uncertain. | live in Sharon Massachusetts, and our school district isn’t
handling this school year very well. Our teachers went on strike because they didn’t want to go
back to school and the parents are upset. | don’t know what the future holds, but | hope life goes

back to normal soon.

Happy Durga Puja to all!

(O




CHILDREN’S CORNER Bibhabari Kundu

20208 10=26412:5




With Best Compliments from

m/'

Raka and Haridas
Dutta




Sunnyside of Pandemic
-Arundhati Sarkhel

Sociaiiy isolated but spiritualiy
connected

Catch feeling not COVID

Creativity increases

Zumba class in your lawn

Lots of free courses

Without human poliution

Mother nature seems to be prettier
The new Marriage vow is quarantine
A Mask became a fashion statement
You don't need lipstick

Kids running behind Amazon Van
Art in your window




Sanchari Kundu
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In Memory of Subrata Narayan Chaudhuri

Subrata Narayan Chaudhuri, popularly known as Rajat (Rajat-da) passed away on
August 7th, 2020.

He was one of the founders of Bengalees of New England, its first coordinator, and a
key member of the team which crafted BNE'’s constitution. Without his tireless
contributions BNE could not have become what it has become today.

He came to Canada where he attended McGill University in Montreal. He then moved
to the United States where he finished his Master’s Degree in Engineering at Carnegie
Mellon University in Pennsylvania. He was a longtime employee of Stone and Webster
and the Louis Berger Group, where he worked on numerous bridge and infrastructure
projects all over Massachusetts, and the world. He spent many years working on the
Boston Central Artery Project, “The Big Dig,” helping design roadways, bridges, and
green space. He also worked with Second Hooghly Bridge project, linking the cities of
Kolkata and Howrah.

We will cherish fond memories of him actively planning and participating in BNE events.
His ever-smiling face welcoming BNE members at an event, his constant efforts in
keeping the tea replenished, and that people are enjoying themselves, will be forever
remembered.

He leaves behind his wonderful wife Madhumita (Bubu), Arnab (son), and Sohini
(daughter).

We dearly miss you Rajat (da). May you rest in peace.
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In Memory of Dipa Bhattacharya

Dipa Bhattacharya, age 81passed away peacefully on November 19, 2020 surrounded by
her son and his family. Dipa was the loving wife of the late Himangshu Bhattacharya until
his passing five years ago. She was one of the founding member of BNE.

Receiving a master's degree in Psychology from Banaras Hindu University in 1961, Dipa
traveled across the globe to North America and was a homemaker for about 50 years.

Her first arrival was in Quebec City, Canada for a few years before arriving to
Massachusetts, and settling in Randolph with her husband and relatives. She worked at
the Christian Science Center in Boston.

Always interested in staying connected to her heritage, Dipa was a foundational and
endeared member of the Bengali cultural community in the greater Boston area.

She was quite creative with the pen, writing short stories and poems in her native
language which were published in both local and regional Bengali literary publications.

She found comfort and joy simply interacting with friends and family.

Dipa was the loving mother of Subrata Bhattacharya and his wife Mitti of Canton; She
leaves behind two adoring grandchildren Brinden and Trisha.
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In Memory of Dyutiman Chatterjee
February 1944 - November 2020

Dyutiman Chatterjee, lovingly called DyutimanDa, Kaku, or
ShobhonaDi's Husband, sadly passed away on Saturday, November,
7™ He was a world traveler, lover of music, and dedicated religious
man. Many in the Bengali community remember him as the first to be
on the dance floor.

Dyutiman was accomplished in his career as an engineer . He
combined his technical degree with an MBA when he worked in
industry. Later in life he became a Professor of Mathematics,
educating young minds until the day before his last breath. Dyutiman
leaves behind his wife , Shobhona Chatterjee (ShobhonaDi or Mashi).
as well as, his fwo daughters, Dr.Annie (Bubuli) Chatterjee and Dr.
Tantralita (Nene or Tanni) Chatterjee, both of whom he was very
proud. Dyutiman's kindred, innocent, fun loving soul will be missed by
many near and far.
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