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Nandini Dutta,
Travel Consultant
M: (917) 544-7900 | P: (718) 591-9184, e-mail: y2kdutta@gmail.com
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The Leaves are yellowing
Awnd the flower bed Lies forlorn
Beauty, alas, does not last
But our hearts are full of joy
The yearlong wait is over!
Our Eternal Mother is back with us again

Seasow's Greetings !
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[HIS DURG A PUJA
M «\‘@{ HEFORCE BE WITH YOU

BEST WISHES FROM
TEAM MUKHOSH

Please join us as we unmask our feelings at the
BNE Durga Puja on October 5th, 2019
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CRUISE
CHINMOY CHAKRABARTI

Who are you?
Who am 1?
Nothing new ......
The question is old,
Not for rejection ----
Old is gold.

I am nothing ----
A penny-wise , pound-foolish .....
Nothing to accomplish .

Forgive me,

You are wise.

I am

On a long cruise.
Knowing nothing
About the doomsday.

| sing, write and pray
For you,

You are the World ----
A. Long Queue.




Saying Goodbye to Edith

Manisha Roy
It was a beautiful spring day — the 16" or perhaps the 17" of April, 2018. | got out of our home

for the first time in 8 weeks after a protracted viral fever and hacking cough. | felt cut off from the
neighborhood and the world. This is the first time in such a long hiatus, | said to myself. Everything looked
different. The Lindens on Pleasant street in front of Edith’s home have tiny copper red buds. Perhaps in

another two weeks they will be ready to burst open into wooly faded green leaves.

As | turned the corner of Pleasant and Franklin | wondered if Edith would be out in the garden.
She hardly missed a nice day not to be in her garden. Although the few inches of shoots of Tulips and
Daffodils were already out, there were always things to do around the Peonies and other perennials. The
thick plastic that covered the hundred year-old Italian fig tree was already taken off by one of her grand
nephews who lived in the same neighborhood. She is the 12" of
4 twelve children of her Italian immigrant parents who had brought this
fig tree when they came over to the New World. Edith had taken care
f of this tree along with all other legacies of her parents including the

large extended family all her 91 years of life.

When my husband and | first moved to Cambridge, one October

morning looking out from our 5" floor balcony the first thing | noticed

was Edith’s house and garden at the corner of Franklin and Pleasant
Streets. The healthy leaves of the fig tree did not escape my notice. | knew | would seek out the owner of
that house and the fig tree. The opportunity arose in a couple of weeks and as | was passing the garden
with the ancient fig tree which had a few ripe figs still on it, | saw a petite and pretty woman weeding. |
said ‘hello’, she smiled and stood straight from her work and walked over to the Privet fence separating
the road and the garden and said, ‘hello.” Something passed between us that made it totally natural and
easy to establish a warm communication. Later | watched the same friendliness that connected Edith

with other neighbors and pedestrians who chatted with her as they passed her garden.

The fact that this special warmth she had for everyone did not dishearten me. In fact | felt honored to be

included in the same big circle of her generosity that touched all her neighbors and her large family.

This April morning | was eager to see her and tell her briefly about my trip to India and its aftermath — the
usual viral infection from the18 hours of flight etc. Seeing and talking to her would make the return to my
everyday life in Cambridge complete. Edith does that, I'm sure’, to others as well. This ancient house with
its garden built by her immigrant father that stands on the corner of Pleasant and Franklin and Edith’s
presence in it — all gives a stability and permanence to her neighbors’ existence in the neighborhood. As |
waited a few minutes to see if she’d come out from her kitchen to the small balcony, | saw a middle-aged
woman coming out of the kitchen instead. | smiled at her and said, “Is Edith in? | wanted to say ‘hello’. |

was gone for a month.” The woman looked at me for a minute and said,
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“You don’t know, do you? Edith passed away last Tuesday. The funeral is tomorrow at St. Peter’s
church on School Street. I’'m her grandniece.” She started moving toward her car leaving me in total
shock! When | found my voice back again and uttered the words, “Thanks for telling me,” the

woman already started her car that was parked under the grape arbor on Edith’s driveway.

| came home and told my husband the sad news. The weight of this information changed something
in me. A sadness of loss that is not that reasonable (I was not that close to Edith; | was one of many
of her neighbors) moved inside my soul like a spilled liquid that spreads over a surface slowly. A
silent sob that was stored inside me pushed itself up toward my throat and eyes. Tears began to
form uncontrollably. Are the tears for just another human being whom | happened to know and
with whom | had no special friendship, only a warm and decent familiarity that framed my life in a
city between Franklin and Pleasant Streets that both Edith and | shared — the street that brings the
first cardinals in spring and the first flakes of snow in winter?

Or is it a recognition of my own mortality —a reminder yet one more time — an anticipation of saying

‘good bye’ to everything and everyone | love?
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A Dream Vacation in Universal Orlando

Bojro Das

A trip to Universal Orlando is a dream comes true for a kid. With fun rides, stories, twists, turns,
and a lot of walking you never have to work harder to have fun! Among my favorites, were The
Incredible Hulk Coaster, The Escape of Gringotts, The Revenge of the Mummy, and well, all of
the rest too!

The first ride | went on the moment we got to the park was the Incredible Hulk Coaster. | don’t
think it was a great choice because it was my first
roller coaster ride ever and it was a really fast ride
with lots of acceleration. The wait was over fifty
minutes. You have to store your personal belongings
in free lockers by the roller coaster and you have to
pass metal detectors too. At the beginning of it, you
blast off and reach a speed of forty miles per hour
within the first two seconds! That’'s way more
acceleration than the mini-van | usually get to ride.
The roller coaster contains seven inversions. A zero-
g roll, a cobra roll, two vertical loops, and two
corkscrews. This | recommend highly. It is a must if
you step foot into Universal. Please do not spend the
time on other stuff like walking around looking for
“‘decent” coffee all over the park instead like my dad
did.

The next ride | went on was The Amazing
Adventures of Spider-Man. This ride is definitely
something you could do with your family. In fact, it is
something you can do while holding on (for dear life)
to a coffee in case you have succeeded in hiding it
from the ride operators! The wait line is around 30
minutes. It has exhilarating special effects including
heat or water and of course the occasional drop. It
had an amazing story and it felt so real. The ride did not last long but it would definitely be
worth your time.

Another ride is the Escape of Gringotts. It takes place in the Gringotts bank which is from
Harry Potter. What happens is you get into the bank and Voldem- He-who-must-not-be-named
and Bellatrix are there and they attack you. Similar to The Amazing Adventures of Spider-Man,
the ride really plays with your perceptions. There is one sort of fast part with a small but sharp
drop but the rest of it is at cruising speed. Overall the ride is probably my favorite slower ride.

| then went on to The Flight of the Hippogriff. The wait time for this was around 15 minutes.

(@




May Maa Durga give you the
courage to fight all evils.
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This ride is considered a junior roller coaster but you can go on at any age as long as you
are not too young. Apparently, they have no upper age limit! | recall how they had sent me
away for being too young a few years back. It used to be called The Flying Unicorn but got
renamed to fit with Harry Potter Hogsmeade. This ride can go up to 29 miles per hour. For
the wait, it is definitely worth it. The next ride that got my attention was The Revenge of the
Mummy. This was the 3rd roller coaster I've ever ridden. This ride contains lockers and a
single rider line. The wait was around
thirty minutes; not terrible for a long ‘ poger2 ’-
weekend. It is an indoor roller coaster. It , '

reaches a top speed of 40 miles per &

hour. Half of the ride is a pretty slow '
pace where you meet some animatronics
that is very high tech. Then at one point,
it blasts you off. Since its dark, it feels
like you are going very fast. This ride is
very fun with lots of thrills.

If you are a Potter fan you must not miss :
Harry Potter and the Forbidden Journey. , :

The wait can go high up to 90 minutes. ‘ 3

It's like going through some of the books e

but you’re a part of it too. The song goes

pretty slow but it has quite a bit of twist. It also picks up speed in some bits. Nothing crazy
though. It may not work out as well as a group ride because you might get split up or just
the fact that you can’t experience it with your group. There's so much stuff going on that

you would barely even be able to hear them. All you would be able to do is discuss it
afterward.

The Jurassic Park River Adventure was pretty nice. The wait time on the day | went to go
there was very long but it's usually less. | don’t have any idea of the time. It is a water ride
which is very slow at first. More of cruising speed. Then all of a sudden it starts to pick up
speed. Soon you encounter a drop. This is the reason why this might not be recommended
for everyone. This could be a group ride if everyone is fine with the drop.

The Despicable Me Minion Mayhem probably wouldn’t be to entertain for an adult but for a
younger group, this is perfect. The seats don’t move too much and it's the perfect 4d
experience for a younger kid. Not much to enjoy if you're older but still entertaining. The
wait line usually isn't too long.

Skull Island: Reign of Kong is a free drive ride. The artistic design of the face of Kong is
amazing. It's one of the bigger parts of it. Also, it has many big scenes from the movie. For
example, there is a scene where he fights with 3 t-rexes. It has a lot of thrill and you can
feel the moment around you. It's amazing how precise it is.

Overall, Universal Orlando is definitely worth the time and money. Just beware: There will

be tons of walking! You have been warned. Your legs will be extremely sore without proper
stretching.

X9




Best Compliments from

Anupam & Anupama




CHILDREN’S CORNER

Born an Artist

Anika Ghosh

Anna woke up feeling tired and drowsy as the on-going storm kept her from sleeping. “Really

III

why a storm in the middle of the summer

Anna thought to herself. It was a bad day to be a bad day. Stuck indoors until the rain stops,
Anna wanted to find something to keep her entertained. So, she grabbed a pencil and paper and
started doodling random things. She would doodle words, symbols, people, and much more until
the paper was filled up. By the time the paper was filled up more time had gone by then she
thought. 1:46 the clock read.

Anna was very hungry so she went to the kitchen to make herself lunch. She made a chicken
sandwich and ate while looking peacefully at the storm. Anna’s parents always expected the dishes
to be done when they got back from work (as that doing dishes was her main chore). So she started
to wash away all the dishes until no more were in the sink, then went back to her room. So that
paper that she doodled all over; she colored it. Anna used multiple supplies such as paint, colored
pencils, and oil pastels. She used all sorts of colors to color the doodled page. 6:51 the clock read
after Anna was done coloring the doodles. “Wow” she thought to herself. “This looks really good”.
As a kid Anna was very proud of herself.

“Wow this looks great you should enter it into the city art competition!” Anna’s mom
exclaimed. Anna looked over the piece as it did look good and could win her some money. So, she
entered the piece. She waited around 4 weeks but in that time period Anna made multiple art
pieces that she was proud of. She made portraits, scenery drawings, and patterns. She used
different techniques to create different types of artwork. She colored them with so much color or
no color but regardless they looked awesome. She stayed inside most of the day making art even
though the storm cleared weeks back.

Out of the blue Anna received an email from the city. The email stated that she won first
place along with $200 in cash! Anna decided that she wanted to sell some of her artwork to people
but she didn’t know how. So she asked her parents how to do so. “Well maybe make an instagram
account for your artwork.”

“Oh and you could make a website or etsy account.”
“Maybe start a youtube channel.”

“Go to people’s houses and ask or go to shops and ask if hey want a painting for people to

n

see.

D




CHILDREN’S CORNER

All these ideas overwhelmed Anna so she made an instagram account, an etsy shop, and
went to stores. @_annasart is the account that she made. Same for her etsy shop. 1 2 3... her
followers went up. She got stores to buy her artwork and people online to buy them as well. As
summer went on Anna made more and more artwork and sold to more and more people. Then
school started. Anna wouldn’t have much time to make artwork since school work took up
most of her afternoon.

On Sundays Anna would make as much art as possible and ship all orders out. One day
someone from Anna’s school wanted to buy some of her artwork. Anna was thrilled that
someone from her school wanted to buy her art since she wasn’t popular and not that many
people knew who she was! As the school year went on Anna made most of her money from
people at school and had gained a ton of followers and buyers.

Finally it was summertime and Anna could spend all her time on her artwork! One day
when Anna was looking for more stores to promote her art. She got an email from a local
museum asking if she wanted to showcase some of her artwork there. Anna took the offer in
shock and happiness! That was the highlight of the summer and the beginning of her career.
Over the years Anna collected thousands of dollars and used the money to go to art school to
expand her education on art. That’s how an artist was born.

o
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A Tarnished Rebirth

Shreya Sarcar

Woven by white silk threads of love

I once danced through a palace

Bursting with a colorful grace

Like the spirits of a thousand twinkling tevodas
Roaming about in the new year celebrations.
My fabric was bright

As the dreams of the child who had worn me.

But those dreams began to fade

As the celebrations came to an end.

I was to be changed,

To transform from light to dark,

Like the uniforms of the beings

Who had made the day become an endless night.
And the lives of those around me,

Who cherished me for years,

Deceased and wilted.

I was there with the child

When we were lowered into the earth.

4

That holds the same memories, K\ .7
.,

But belongs to another humanity, /
I realize that I am not as pure as I once was. t

My fabric, once clean and fresh

As I continue to live on,
a?)’
Brought back into a world

Is now tarnished

Like the war-torn ground that has dirtied me.

Y
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Starting Middle School
Ryon Deep Das

Gone are the days of single-file lines and reading for twenty minutes as the only homework.
Gone are the days of assigned lunch seats and being stuck in one classroom all day. Here
comes crowded hallways and planbooks and fitting huge binders into tiny lockers. Here comes
switching classes at the bell and bringing a heavy trumpet to school every other day. Both of
these have pros and cons, and it has been very hard to change. Who knew that we would have
different schedules on odd and even days? Not me, that’s for sure. However, | like this major
difference. | am usually not like this. | am not the happiest at the start of a new calendar year. |
do not like the ends of great vacations (but then again, who does?). Basically, | don’t like
change. Yet, | remain unfazed, no, actually 74%. How? Middle School just has some more
significance to me. | like getting trusted more, having to find my bus on my own, having my own
locker, and having to get to
class on time. Also I'm in
seventh grade. In my
hometown, middle school starts
then. It's rather strange.

Yet just because it isn’t
as hard as it could have been
doesn’t mean that it has been a
clean sweep. It has still been
hard without recess and finding
the bus at the end of the day.
It's the second week of school
(at the time of this writing) and
we already have at least an
hour of homework every day!
Did | mention having to get up
at 6:307 You know what? Let me tell you a story...

...It was the second day of school. | had just had my exploratory, MinuteMan Tech, which
is on the other side of the school. When | come back | walked through unfamiliar hallways and
rushing students, all of them who are a head taller than me. Do you know what had happened? |
got lost in the eight grade section! Then when | got back to my homeroom finally after a teacher
pointed the way, | was 15 minutes late to English!

15 minutes! Guess what? It also took me 15 minutes to get my locker open the first time,
then it got jammed. Oh, why couldn’t it be simple like the good ol’ elementary days?

Y
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In our school, we have 4 wings: RED, GOLD, BLUE (which i'm in!), and GREEN. The
building is also pretty old, even if they have these cool Skylights. Also, a lot of my friends
have gone in different colors, which is probably one of the hardest if not the hardest thing in
middle school. And of the friends who ended up in my wing, a lot of them don’t share more
than one class with me. However, could every thing be a lot worse?

The truth is, it could!! | have very good teachers, and my World Language and
Homeroom teacher is great! She is really nice. Also, because a lot of my friends are in the
wing we eat lunch with, at least | can be with my friends during lunch. Also, we get more
responsibility this year as we have to be on time and we get our own lockers. Also starting to
learn French is very fun. We also have band every other day and it is kind of cool to see so
many people in one space playing music.

In elementary school, we only had 40 people at most in band. Now there is 120+ and it
is just the seventh grade band! But let’s go more in depth in lockers. In the early grades of
elementary school we got cubbies, then we got hooks, now we get lockers! It's cool to
actually have something that you need to be responsible about and | may sound weird to you,
but | love having to turn the lock on my locker. Though | will admit it, it's hard to unjam the
locker and fit my huge bag in. It's fun in the morning, when you have to get to class, although
a couple of days | forgot that there were different class schedules on some days, but
eventually | got that worked out. It’s like knowing your left and right. It's essential in middle
school. Lunch is great too, since the food is a lot better than during elementary school and we
can sit with anybody in the whole 7 BLUE or 7 GOLD, which is like 200 people.

There are both ups and downs in middle school, but I’'m trying to focus on the
good things. This transition is hard for everybody who does it and it will be no different for me.
| just have to let what’s going to happen, happen. That’s the only way | can be happy in
Middle School or anywhere in general. Some days | will like school, some days | won’t. And
that’s just the way it works. But for the time being, | can tell you I'm am happy in middle
school, and as you all know, once you get to know it, you will love it. Thank you for reading
this article.

Did | sound a little confused? Actually, | am, maybe that’s why.
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We the women
Anuprabha Dandapat

Maa Durga

was created to show

that us women have power.

That we can make a difference.

But is it fair when men and women still do not have the same rights?
After all these years,

Having the same qualifications

To do the same professions

But still paid less

Still refused

Why are some still denied an education

We did nothing wrong.

Knowledge is a right, not a privilege

Yet we must fight, be a witness.

Why must the woman stay home?

Why must she do the domestic work?

While the man does something realistic?
You need us to keep the balance running
To help you, because

You cannot do everything on your own

You think that you are stronger than us,

But really that strength is ours for enduring
All the hardships that you put us through
We are oppressed, yet we stay quiet.

We utter not a sound

Our courage is yet to be found.

We climb up the ladder, just fall all the way back down,
When they tell us that we are not as worthy as them.
We work the same as our male counterparts
Working until we wear ourselves out,

But no recognition

No commendation

But will you ever understand

That we are the same as you

We have the same capacity,

We are just as strong

V9
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Just as right

Just as wrong,

The same efficacy.

What did they do to become
More deserving than us?

What more did they do?

Are we really the minority?

Or do you just want the priority?
We think that we have come so far,
That we are so civilized,

But we are a civilization built with discrimination
Why must | watch this happen
We are underestimated,

ignored, looked past.

Paid 82 cents to the dollar,

Then at the end of the day,

With the money that you are sent,
When you cannot pay the rent,
And you think about how shameful it is that we are still not accepted as full people.
Then, in the dark blanket of night,

| must be scared,

Must cross my arms over my chest,

Scared of what someone might do lest | do not.
We are Weak, targetable, because we are seen as vulnerable,
Maa

Is said to be free from the

patriarchal constructs

of society.

She is worshipped by all.

She gives us courage and strength, and

gives us the will to try,

Maa Durga is fierce,

Courageous.

She stares straight ahead,

Resolutely,

Unfazed

She is our protector,

She who purified

the world from injustices

There is a bit of Maa in all of us,

so let us all stand together united

and pray for the confidence to

bring an end to this prejudice.
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In loving memory of

SAMBAR DATTA

December 1701939 - July 1522019

On July15, 2019 our beloved and loving husband and father, Sambar Datta at age 79, passed away surrounded in his final moments
and days by his family and listening to the music that brought so much peace to him all his life,

He is survived by his loving wife of 48 years of marriage, Kamala Datta, his three children, Kaushik (Noelle) Datta, Victoria Datta and
Sonia (Robert) Varallo, his four loving grandchildren, Asha & Sachin Datta, Kamira and Joelle Varallo, and many other nephews and
nieceswho love and remember him fondly.

Sambar Datta was born on December 17, 1939 to his parents, Khagendra Nath and Sushoma Datta in Kolkata, India, one of ten
children. He loved his parentsand his siblings very much.

Sambar Datta loved his profession asan electrical & controls engineer. He worked at Stone & Webster (Shaw Group) the majority of
his professionallife, from where he retired after46 years. He loved the design aspect of building power plants, seeing projects
throughto execution, and all the people interactions along the way. He was proud of doing his job well and loved the day they would
turn the finished product over to the client,

His other personal passion was music whether it be listening to, performing or cultivating it in the community. Sambar loved many
different genres of music- jazz, blues, classical and rock but his one true love was Indian Classical Music. He had an impeccable ear for
Indian Classical music, meetingsome of the greats during his lifetime.

Mostimportantly, Sambar Datta, was a kind and gentle soul. He spenta lifetime helping friends, family or strangers wheneverand
however he could. He believed in education as the strong foundation for a successfullife. He was uncannily empathetic, always
striving to understand the struggles of others to better himself. He passedthese values and others onthrough his family.

“The Song is Ended. but the Melody Lingers On’
Irving Berlin
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It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that we inform you that our hushand and father Dr.
Amit Sarkhel peacefully passed away on Friday, March 1%, 2019, surrounded by his family. We
will miss his genuine, humble and compassionate soul dearly. He is survived by his wife
Arundhan, his daughter Anjana and son Ranjan.

Amit completed his undergraduate degree at the Kharagpur IIT. In 1970, he arrived in the US as
a graduate student. He was with IBM for many years before moving to Massachusetts and
accepting the position of Sr. Principal Engineer at Raytheon, which he held with great distinction
until his retivement last year.

He was a very loving husband, father, brother and uncle, an affectionate and conscientious
mentor, a consummate professional and a brilliant scientist and innovator. His loss leaves us all

bereft of the love, light, support and joy he brought to our lives.
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BNE’s current Executive Committee comprises: Haridas Datta, Jharna
Banerjee, Sudipa Deshmukh, Ajoy Tarafdar, Mouli Lala, Sourov
Chatterjee, Madhumita Choudhuri , Karl Northov and Udayan Das.
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Towne Market

120 Cambridge Street
Burlington, MA 01803
Tel: (781) 221-7188
Owner: Syed K. Mohammed

Halal Meat Shop

Indian, Pakistani, Middle Eastern and Sri Lankan groceries,
and the best quality meats for miles around!

We cut Meat and Fish Separately

Store now has new Coolers installed
for Fish and fresh Vegetables!
(Fresh Meat comes in on Wednesdays and Fridays)

For large orders, please call ahead.




MORTGAGE
CORP.

Your local home
financing expert

= Competitive low rates = Fast loan processing
= Numerous financing options = Free quotes and preapprovals

Contact Indy for mortgage advice and solutions
for your next home purchase or refinance.

INDY JOHAR
Director of Residential Lending

M: 508-982-6323 * Ranked among tha rop mavigage oviginators in the sarion
0: 508-263-0699 . oma financing growded
nd t"‘dkmortgaga COm + Thousands of clients served
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www.dkmortgage.com/indy
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